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ROSEWOOD AND MARBURG: THE 
EARLY YEARS 
by Jessie W. Kerr 
Rosewood takes its name from the Rosewood Scrub which covered 
the southern slopes of the Bluff, a spur of the Little Liverpool Range 
that forms a backdrop to the Rosewood District. The Scrub is so 
named because of the Rosewood Tree with its sweet-smelling, richly 
coloured and remarkably durable timber. 
The land was surveyed into blocks of about 80 to 200 acres 
depending on the nature of the soil. Settlers came eagerly to the area 
for the buUding of the raUway hne from Ipswich in 1865 which ensured 
work for the men. English, Scottish and Irish and one Italian family 
came to the district. Many of their descendents still live there. 
The new settlers' first task was to clear a section of land and build 
a home, often a slab hut but sometimes of hand sawn timber, usually 
Crows Ash, and always with a shingle roof. Where trees had stood, 
they planted maize and as soon as possible, bought a cow. The milk 
they let stand in large shallow pans, and, as the cream rose to the 
top, they skimmed it off and made it into butter. 
The Government had realised the potential of Dairy Farming, and, 
in November 1889, before Gatton Agricultural College was 
established, the Agriculture Department sent a mobile dairy to the 
district to give advice. 
The settlers of the Rosewood District were intelligent and 
progressive. At Lanefield:, three miles west of Rosewood:, they 
established the first co-operative dairy in south-east Queensland. 
Where settlers crossed the raUway Une there were level crossing gates, 
and the place became known as Rosewood Gate, and later just 
Rosewood. There was no provision on the maps for a town, but three 
adjacent farms owned by Moran, Vance and Matthew were the obvious 
place for a settlement. 
Shops, big- and small, churches, theatres, garages, banks, and 
smithies have been established. Some have burnt down, others have 
been demolished, new premises have replaced them and Rosewood 
town has grown steadily. 
Jessie Kerr was born and now lives at Wycombe Lodge, a Rosewood Scrub property 
that was selected by her family. A graduate of Queensland University she taught in 
a number of primary and secondary schools and has been President of the Rosewood 
Scrub Historical Society for several years. 
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Professionally it was well catered for with resident doctors, two 
chemists, dentist, veterinarian, two nursing homes and an infectious 
diseases hospital. Notable also was the Rosewood Register and 
Marburg Mail with its editor Miss Jenny Pender and, for a time, its 
copy boy (later Sir) Gordon Chalk. 
Belmont Farm occupied the northern slopes of Rosewood. Bearded 
Sammy Waight owned it and in 1910 he subdivided it and auctioned 
the blocks. On five blocks fronting Lanefield Road, Bulcock the 
draper built a fine home, "Glendalough", now listed by the National 
Trust. Significant also is St. Brigid's Roman Catholic Church, the 
largest wooden building of its kind in the Southern Hemisphere. 
The road north from Rosewood goes over the hills at Tallegalla, 
so named for the scrub turkeys, the Tallegallas as the Aborigines called 
them. The road continues to Marburg, crossing Sally Owens Plains 
where Sally grazed sheep as she moved her flock between Marburg 
and Calvert, a distance of some 24 kilometres. It was to these plains 
that the Aborigines came from the hills to hold their Corroborees. 
When the Rosewood Scrub was opened for settlement, many 
Germans took up land there. The work was hard but they were good 
farmers. The husbands generally went to the railway siding at Walloon 
to sell their produce. Since the area they came from had no specific 
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View of Marburg in the 1930s, showing De Tinna's Hospital (burnt down in the 1950s) 
and buildings in Queen Street including the two-storey hotel. 
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name, but was simply part of the Rosewood Scrub, they soon tired 
of responding to the inevitable question, "Where do you come from?" 
with a wave of the hand and the reply, "Ober dar." At the time, 
Marburg, Germany, was much in the news. The men decided that 
Marburg was what they would call their district, and so it was. 
The township grew gradually. The Claus family had a smaU store, 
and Dinny Kelleher a saddlery. A few houses were dotted along what 
were to become the two main roads. 
The arrival of Englishman Charles Smith in the area was to change 
significantly the quiet little centre. He set up timber mills which 
provided considerable employment for many, and wealth for him. He 
took up a large area of land. Woodlands, in 1868, and there, with 
his son Thomas Lorimer, in 1881, he began to grow sugar cane. Also 
that year, Thomas married Mary Stuart, daughter of the first Head 
Teacher of Marburg school which opened in 1879. 
The sugar miU for the estate was designed with an electricity system 
— one of the first few in Queensland — a telephone, and, to transport 
the cane, an extensive tramway. The mill began working in 1883 and 
the following year the refining section was completed. A successful 
rum distiUery was built in 1886. 
South Sea Islanders — known as Kanakas — who had finished their 
indentureships, were employed on the estate. They were housed in 
small huts dotted here and there in the fields. Meantime Smith had 
commissioned the Ipswich architect George Brockwell Gill to design 
the magnificent mansion, Woodlands. The family moved into it in 
1891. 
The sugar mill was taken over in 1906 by the Marburg Sugar 
Company, but Woodlands and its surrounding lands remained with 
the Smith famUy untU 1944. Then it was bought and fmthfuUy restored 
by the Divine Word Missionaries of the Roman Catholic Church. In 
1986 it was purchased by Ipswich Grammar School. 
Marburg grew during the intervening years, still developing along 
the crossroads. It had the Shire Office for the Rosewood-Marburg 
area, two large stores, three hotels, a butter factory, bank and two 
hopsitals. The Lister Hospital, owned by Dr De Pinna, was later 
destroyed by fire. The other became an infirmary after the death of 
its founder, French Canadian Dr Euchariste Sirois, but it too was later 
demolished. 
The once large Rosewood Scrub is little more than a memory but 
the townships and their people continue to flourish. 
